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Of course the cattle-lifter costs something for
his keep. Nevertheless, he earns it many times
over in what he saves the villagers.

There are districts, no doubt, in which tigers
develop especially malevolent dispositions, and in
the Sunderbunds they cannot be trusted.

Many authorities, including Mr. Lydekkar and
Mr. Reginald Gilbert, have expressed opinions
similar to those here enunciated, and the writer has
several times brought the matter before the India
Office, and also the House of Commons, which, how-
ever, of all audiences, is most difficult to convince that
stock and conventional ideas about India are in fact,
as such ideas almost always are, utterly erroneous.
The natives of India habitually class or confound
tigers with leopards and panthers, which are less
notorious and more numerous; and there are, of
course, other varieties of the cat family, from the
great tiger down to the harmless and necessary
domestic specimen. Amongst other carnivora are
the hyena, a ghoulish resurrectionist and eater of
carrion, wolves, and dogs of different kinds, includ-
ing wild dogs, exceptionally intelligent creatures,
which exhibit extraordinary powers of organisation
for the pursuit of game, and from a pack of which
hardly any animal can escape. Then there are the
golden dog, the jackal (canis aureus], useful as a
scavenger, but as a serenader the most unpopular
f his class, foxes of different kinds, otters, often